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« He reafoned in the ſynagogue every Sabbath, and per- 
| .. ſuaded the Jews and the Greeks.” 


| HE great author of our exiſtence is the Creator 
and Sovereign of the univerſe, and the Parent Source 
of intelligence and happineſs. The powers and facul- 
ties, which were conveyed to us in the very charter of 
our being, enable us to trace the glorious perfections of 
our Maker in the kingdoms of nature, of providence 
and of grace, and render us accountable to him for our 
actions. The inuiſible things of God may be clearly diſ- 
covered and underſtood by the things which are made. 

The extenſive volume of nature is open before us ; 
and while attending to the common concerns and oc- 
cupations of life, we may read the characters and ſigna- 
tures of its divine Author. It conveys much inſtruc- 
tion concerning Him, who pervades, ſupports and gov- 
erns all, and leads us to © look through nature up to 
nature's God.“ The ſeals of divinity are ſtamped up- 
on the face of creation. 7 

All parts of the natural ſyſtem, and all departments 
of the divine adminiſtration, are under the conſtant 
inſpection and controul of the omniſcient and omni- 
preſent Jehovah. © Al] things are manifeſt in bis 1 
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The laws of nature are no more than his ſtated methods 
of operation through his wide dominions, which ex- 
tend throughout extent. | 

The book of providence which contai account 
of God's "dealings with mankind, teaches us that the 
angel of the Lord encampeth around them who fear 
him, and that, with regard to things preſent and things 
to come the Judge of all the earth will do right. It 
more than intimates, that a ſeaſon of exact adjuſtment 
will ſoon commence, that a period of retribution is at 
hand, when all ſeeming inequalities will be duly bal- 
anced and fet right, and when every man ſhall receive 
according to his works, Theſe inſtructions may be 


derived trom the book of providence, and we are re- 


quired to receive and apply them. So that the regu- 
lar order and harmonious movements of nature, and 


the general coutſe and diffufive bounties of providence 


exhibit legible ſignatures and fair indices of an over- 
ruling hand. | # i 

Many things which we learn from the works of na- 
ture and from the general doctrine of providence, are 
confirmed and ratified in the glorious goſpel of Chriſt. 
This /aft_ and beſt diſpenſation, this new covenant of 
grace, diſplays, in the fairef-/ina;, the character of our 
Father in Heaven, When we compare the inſtruc- 
tions derivable from theſe different ſources, and keep 
in mind the deſign and tendency of divine communi- 
cations, we may plainly perceive that there is a remark- 
able adaptedneſs of one thing to another. God hath 
made all things for himſelf and hath prepared a place 


for every character. The qualifications of an apoſtle- 


ſhip centered in Matthias and raiſed him to that exalt- 
ed ſtation, from which Judas, being unworthy, fell with 
diſgrace. The great Giver and Lord of liſe, hath ap- 
pointed a ſeaſon of joy for the righteous, who are now 
ſubject to the afflictions and calamities-1ncident to hu- 
manity, and hath appointed a day of evil for the wick- 
ed, who now ſhare in the common enjoyments and 
bleſſings of lite. He hath graciouſly furniſhed ſuitable 
objects for the exerciſe, gratification and improvement 
of our intellectual and actixe powers, And to enable 
. us 
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us. to Rh 7 Proper eſtimate, of theſe objects, and to 
give, a 1 
10 With a 64 ach reaſoning..; This capacity: may be 
red. ko i 12 option of its poſſeſſor. 
e ngth and vigour of the reaſoning faculty much 
4 0 on W It may be carried to great per · 
fection and be; made to give a ne luſtre to all the 
furniture of the. mid 1 e in its ſervice, This 
noble faculty peryerted; or neglected. 
We may r babe ad cauſe. te accompliſh, bad pur- 
poles, as well _25.u , caule with good. deſigns. 
Ah it may kk fed, to ſuch a degree, as to lie dor- 
ant and unpfoductiye, like the ſeeds, of a plant which 
5 want of. heat and. moiſture never vegetateG. 
| "I giye a better Hrection to the powets / and facul- 
ties of the mind in general, and to aid and ſtrengthen 
t Peaſe /oning LIES, 19 particular, t the Father of lights 
ha MCT WI e human. mind and made large diſ- 
cherte of bimſe ll to His 9 8 offspring. la or- 
der to enforce. t E m ral principles of human nature; 
to: bri hteh ; th he. 12 75 ds of of man, and to open the 
patlis Of life to a 1255 yore, 9 — to our fath: 
WW by the * aud to vs by NERO our Saviour. 
Under 185 coy any 4nd at every ſtage of moral;a+ 
eticy, an inch ba een e on mat- 
ters of, duty and = etatidn pr, very diſpenſation of 
grace, every eflential dofrine of, Jalyation and every 
{erp tural exhiortation age: rected) to; man as a rationui 
55 1 Who is capable of receiving and following good 
uRtions, | . matters of religige, ont reaſon and 
| Uilderllanding abe. conſulted, our reaſon and un · 
derſtanding GR ative. . ales our underſtand- 
ing de .intormed, and. our reaſons, cqnvinced of the 
ruth" and 7 importance of, religion, the beart and affect ions 
can never be drawn into the le 494 practice of it. Apart 
from our intellecküal and rational, powers, our ſervices 
ate inſignificant, our zeal is blind, and our devotion 
unmeaning. When. any thing is propoſed to us as's 
matter of conſequence, our enquiry is why and for what 
reaſons it is ſo: unleſs we can atcertain the reaſons 
and e of 1 its importance, we ſhall not he * 
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2 afford i: much ot bur: D And dui Maket 
h been pleaſed gratiott to encourage, aſſiſt and fats 
isfy ſueh enquiries. He Þath been texdy at all times 
to reaſon with mankind concerning his nature, dealix 
and requirements, and concerning theit moral condi- 
tion, duty and conduct. The general import of his 
word and the pre- ſſing ſanguage 'bf his providence 
coikcide with the inſpired prophet's addreſs to the de- 
generate Inhabitants Cr Judah and Jeruſalem. * Come 
1010 amd let ws Fear rogether, faith tht Lord.” 
'Tv reaſon together dendtes that tlie parties, with re- 
to the main queſtioti, place thettiſelves upon the 
tooting of equality; and that the final reſult ot the whole 
depends ot the reaſong and arguments e and 
achuſted on each ſide. 80 that the tufſd And Friendly 
propoſat' to converſe and reaſon'with ful and tebel- 
hious man; made bf o the tnouth of an tr [pid dete 
diſcovers the compaſſlotate regard 0 115 5 2 
ſeenſn af the par Fehovah. 00 hk H 
— Jofty One, — inhabits Eteroity,, 7 A Pe 
Ger and Lord of Life, He regards and helps. 5 
firmities; He temembers that we are duft. the. 
rich cemmunſcations bf his . fle and by a Baan 
ſorming influences of his ſpirit, H 0 prefles an earneſt 
ſoheitude for putnag “Happ pineſs, Af Heilltates, ts 1 
tainrmient; With all theſe helps 1 5 bY uſe and. 
cation of our intellectual a dae ers, we pg 1 
the 1 Pen 


the dignities, the feeling need Free 
agents. The engt n -7 "rs Gut, mora ers 
canner, however, be' very ay, ttxined. | 5 10 
have power ee user wh ich we do not d 

we. have power not T0 do 1 0 things' which, 3 5a 


Upon this ground? we trace” tht Tins of omiſfion-4nd 
the ſins ot conititfion,) Although thile powers cappot 
be accurately 2 we have every afſurance, that 
we ſhall receive all {1 needful helps 8 10 * us 1 at we 
wiſh-to be, children < of God aud heirs 5 rein 
dur faithful — fail, the Fathet o en the 
Spirit of grace and the Redecinet of men will ſtep in 
to our ſupport and affiftance. Under theſe advantage*, 

wore permitted and required to judge and our- 

elves. 
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ſelves. It is ours to judge concerning the propriety 
and fitneſs, the advantages and pleaſures of virtue, and 
with regard to the unfitneſs and painful conſequences 
of vice. In feveral parts of the holy ſcriptures, the Su- 
preme being is repreſented as reaſoning with the chil- 
gren of men on the great things of religion and eterni- 
ty. The Patriarchs, Moſes and the Prophets were 
employed to inſtru, convince and perſuade. They 
were organs of divine communication, and in the name 
of the Lord they pointed ont the ways and means by 
which mankind might obtain the tayoar and kingdom 
of God. 

By his angel the Deity was pleaſed to hold converſe 
with Moſes, as a man does with his friend. By his 
works and word, by his providence and Spirit, He 
holds a friendly and inſtructive intercourſe with his in- 
telligent offspring. The inſtructions, which we draw 
from theſe different ſources greatly aſſiſt us in tracing 
the connexion between crimes ahd puniſhments, be- 
tween fin and mifery. They alſo aſſiſt us in pointing 
out the connexion between a good behaviour and a 
peaceful mind, between virtue and happineſs, between 
our preſent characters and our future condition. Theſe 
inſtructions are conveyed in ſuch legible characters, 
that he who runs may read them. The chriſtian ſyſ- 
tem is a plain and powerful addreſs to our reaſon and 
underſtanding, and expressly requires a reaſonable ſer- 
vice. Chriſtianity is a bright and glorious emanation 
from the fountain of intelligence, wiſdom and good- 
nels. Its admirable adaptedneſs to the ſtate and exi- 
gencies of mankind is a ſtrong and petmanent proot of 
its divine origin. It illuſtrates and enforces the prin- 
ciples and laws ot human nature. Theſe principles 
and laws thus enlarged, thus refined and thus exalted 
by revelation, conſtitute the foundation of the Apol- 
tles and Prophets. And by following the directions 
given in the goſpel for building thereon, we may raiſe 
a fabric ſo fitted and joined together, as to be meet for 
the uſe and fervice of the great Maſter Builder. Eve 
thing neceflarv to induce faith in Chriſt and a correſ- 
pondent practice is 8 within the reach of com- 

mon 


5 


mon capacities. Our Saviour's doctrines were ſounded 
upon the moſt pure and rational principles and were 
exemplified by the pureſt morals. He laid his divine 
inſtructiom before the minds of men, for their deliber- 
ate examination, for their rational conviction and for 
their edification in holineſs. His ſermon on the mount 
was one connected diſcourſe on the advantages and 
pleaſures of a good life founded upon good principles. 
The whole of his miniſtry was employed in En 4 
the molt rational methods to carry into effect the molt 
venevolent deſigns. . Herein did he ſet chriſtian Min- 
iſters an Es that they ſhould follow his ſteps. 
Let them, therefore, walk by the ſame rule. and mind 
the ſame things. From the doctrines and lives of the 
Apoſtles, it appears, that they followed the inſtructions 
and breathed the ſpirit of their Lord and Maſter. For 
they often made their appeals to the reaſon and under- 
ſtanding, and enforced their doct tines by the ſtrength 
of argument, and by the powers of moral ſuaſion. St. 
Paul, in particular, purſued with great energy and ſuc- 
ceſs this rational method of preaching. In order to 
pProve the ſuperiority of the chriſtian religion, and to 
perſuade men to embrace the goſpel ſcheme of ſalvation, 
he carried on a long train of realoning. And his rea- 
{oning was ſo direct and pungent, that many were indu- 
ced to quit the ground of infidelity and to build their 
hopes ot happineſs upon the foundation of the Apaſties and 
Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief corner tone. 
When called to preach before Felix, his diſcourſe was 
plain, rational and perſuaſive. © He reaſoned on temper- 
auce, righteouſneſs and the judgment to come.” His argu- 
ments were ſo powerful and penetrating and were man- 
aged to ſo much advantage, that they alarmed the fears 
and apprehenſions of the hardened Felix, and threw 
his mind into a trembling poſture. And our text aſ- 
ſures us that © he reaſoned in the ſynagogue every ſabbath 
and perſuaded the Jews and Greeks.” 

This great apoſtle of the Gentiles, who had been 
brought up under the patronage and inſtruction. of the 
learned Gamaliel, and who was divinely taught in the 
ſchool of Chriſt, performed with dignity and was 
” the 
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the laborious duties of his apoſtleſhip. Employing 
the nobler powers of a well organized head to effect u- 
ate the benevolent purpoles of a pious heart, he could not 
fail to ſpeak with much aſſurance, and to act with man- 
ly firmneſs. The fame ſpirit which allowed him to be- 
come all things to all men for the common good, ſome- 
times inſpired him with courage and fortitude and ena- 
bled him to contend with beaſts at Epheſus. The op- 
erations of the chriſtian ſpirit, generally reſemble the 
ſoft breathings of the gentle zephyrs, but at times they 
are more like hurricanes and tempeſts, which bear 
down all oppoſition. Of courſe, St. Paul preached the 
goſpel with plainneſs and pungency, and reaſoned on 
the great things of religion and eternity with demonſtra-, 
tion of the ſpirit and of power. 5 

By the ſubject matter of his diſcourſes and by his 
method anc arrangement, he furniſhed an admirable 
example to all, who are ſet for the defence and who 
are workers together with Chriſt in the miniſtry of rec- 
onciliation. Being mighty in the ſcriptures and well 
inſtructed in the kingdom of heaven, he made a prac- 
tice of reaſoning on the perfections, providence and laws 
of God ; and on the doctrines and precepts, the eviden- 
ces and ſanctions of the glorious goſpel. Theſe inter- 
eſting ſubjects, managed in a plain, rational and ſcrip- 
tural manner, muſt be pleaſing, inſtructive and edifying 
to all, 2000 by reaſon of uſe have their ſenſes exerciſed to dij- 
cern good and evil, The language of chriſtianity to every 
Miniſter of the New Teſtament amounts to the follow- 
ing injunction. * Go thou and do /iketviſe.” The ſame 
things teach thou and exhort with the ſame ſpirit and in the 
ſame manner, 

Such a rational method of preaching, when purſued 
with life and energy, is well adapted to make the care- 
lefs attentive, to induce the erroneous to ſearch out and 
refify what is amiſs, and to bring the ſinner to conſd- 
eration and repentance. As ſoon as the ſinner is made to 
ſee the dangers around him, he begins to adopt meth- 
ods of eſcape. As ſoon as he beholds the growing de- 
formities of fin and ſeriouſly conſiders its conſequences, 
he undertakes the work of repentance and reformation. 

Like 
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Like Felix he trembles at his hazardous condition; 
like the afrighted Jailor he anxiouſly enquires what he 
muſt do to be ſaved; and like all the rightful heirs of 
the heavenly inheritance he lays hold on eternal life. 

As the Speaker wiſhes to increaſe in his own heart 
and yours a fincere regard and affection to out common 
Lord, and to confirm and ſtrengthen in his own mind and 
yours a warm attachment to our common chriſtianity, - 
he will now attempt to vindicate ſome of the leading 
doctrines of the goſpel upon rational principles. In 
vindicating and promoting the nobleſt deſigns be wiſh- 
es to employ the moſt worthy and probable means. 
In ſupporting the beſt cauſe he wiſhes to ſecure the 
aid of the beſt faculties. 
Come then, my fathers, brethren and friends, and 
= us reaſon together, and take the. goſpel for our 
theme. | 

iſt. It is juſt and reaſonable, that dependants ſhould 

be grateful to their daily ſupporter, that creatures 
ſhould ſerve their creator, and that children ſhould 
love and, obey their parents, Now the Maker and 
Governor of the world ſuſtains all theſe characters with 
regard to. the human race. He is our Creator, our 
daily Supporter, and our heavenly Father. Hence it 
is fit and reaſonable, that we ſhould ſerve and worſhip 
Him, that we ſhould be grateful to Him for his fa- 
vours, and that we ſhould love and obey Him. As 
we are infinitely more dependent on God than any per- 
ſon can be on any human being; as he beſtows infi- 
nitely greater benefits A. are at the diſpoſal ot any 
human benefactor; and as He is infinitely more kind 
and gracious than any earthly parent can be to his 
children, we ought to love Him with a ſupreme and 
ardent affection. This is undoubtedly the reaſon and 

round of the firſt commandment. ** Thou fpalt love 
The Lord thy God with all thy heart, foul, mind aud 
firength.” | 

255 It is acknowledged that faith is built upon 
teſtimony and that its influence depends on the ſtrength 
of the teſtimony given and admitted concerning its ob- 
jects. When it obtains ſuch a degree of influence over 

the 
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the mind as to beget ſincere obedience to God's will, 
it becomes the ſubſtance of things hoped far and the ev- 
idence of things not ſeen.” As he, who cometh to God, 
hath ſufficient evidences” to believe that He is, and 
that He is the rewarder of them who diligently ſeek 
Him, it is as reaſonable, that our faith in Him ſhould 
work by love and diſplay itſelf in ways of obedience, as 
it is, that we ſhould be grateful to a benetactor, or that 
we ſhould ſubmit to a rightful guardian, or that we 
ſhould love and obey our parents. If we thus believe 
in God, we ſhall alſo believe in Chriſt. For the col- 
lected evidences, of chriſtianity. are as good grounds of 
faith in Chriſt, as thoſe upon which, we build our faith 
in God. We have as good reaſons to believe what 
God hath teſtified of his Son, as we have to believe 
what He hath teſtified of Himſelf, It would be obſti - 
nacy in us not to open our ears to that voice from hea- 
ven, which declares of Chriſt © This is my beloved Son, 
bear ye him. If we believe that God is the Father of 
lights and the author of all the happineſs we enjoy, we 
may as well beheve that Jeſus Chriſt is the one Media- 
tor between God and man, and that, by his miſſion, 
ſufferings and death, he has opened the only true way 
to eternal life. That the realons and grounds of faich 
in Chriſt are amply ſufficient, we may gather from our 
Saviour's own words. Ye believe in God, believe alla 
in me. It is, therefore, a faithful ſaying and worthy 
of the moſt cordial acceptation, that Jeſus Chriſt came 
into the world to fave ſinners. 

3dly. When we ſtep back by recollection and make 
our lives pals in review before us, it is no leſs reaſona- 
ble, that we ſhould reflect on bad actions with ſorrow 
and regret, than that we ſhould reflect on good actions 
with pleaſure and ſatisfaction, When we view our- 
ſelves in the character of ſinners, we are to conſider the 
' happineſs we forfeit and the hazards we run, the law 
we tranſgreſs and the Being we offend. Theſe con- 
ſiderations muſt give us a deep and alarming ſenſe of 
our guilt, and of our expoſedneſs to God's diſpleaſure, 
It is no more than juſt and reaſonable, that a conſciouſ- 
neſs of ſin ſnould make us humble and penitent, and 

lead 
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lead us to do works expreſſive of our repentance. What- 


ever cauſes may be in operation to produce the effect, 
it is perfectly reaſonable, that the wanderer ſhould re- 


turn back to his duty, and that the heedlefſs prodigal 


ſhould come to his ſenſes, make for his father's houle 
and throw himſelf upon his mercy. So that the doctrine 
of repentance and reformation may be urged and vindi- 
cated upon rational principles. As all have ſinned the 
goſpel calls all men every where to repent, 

4thly. By proceeding one ſtep farther upon the 
ground ot realon, we meet with he dorine of regenerg- 
ion. Mankind have entertained different notions of 
this important article of chriſtianity, and their real ex- 
periences have been undoubtedly various. But Chrif- 
tians all agree that ſin places us at a moral diſtance 
from God, and that unleſs the finner be renewed in the 
ſpirit of his mind and be turned from darkneſs to light, 
he can have no efſurances, nor even hopes of pardon, 
And it is owing to the great goodneſs and compaſſion 
of our Maker, that he, who violates that law which is 
holy, juſt and good, is placed in a falvable ſtate. Ir is 
by grace we are ſaved. The very idea of grace excludes 
all notions of claim. And as all offend, and every of- 
tence carries with it an air of diſreſpect to the divine 
authority in general, God's juſtice is clothed with ter- 
rors, and leaves no way of eſcape from the penalties of 
his broken law. In this ſtate of anxious ſolicitude and 
painful apprehenſion, we eagerly enquire by what means 
we can avoid the puniſhment denounced againſt the - 
ſinner. By caſting an eye upon the conditions of the 
new covenant and by reading the general language of 
the goſpel of grace, this anxious enquiry is in ſome de- 
oree ſatisfied. We there find a glorious ſcheme of 
ſalvation, by which God may be jult and yet juſtity the 
ungodly, who believe and repent. 

It may be here remarked, that the conditions of eter- 
nal life do not appear, at firſt view, to be the ſame in 
all parts of the New Teſtament. To account for this 
difference we ſhould bear in mind, that where ſeveral 
attributes belong to the ſame ſubje& and are eſſen- 


tial to it, one of theſe eſſential attributes is often made 
| ule 
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uſe of to repreſent the whole. In this manner are the 
perfections of Deity often repreſented. Thus, we ſay 
that God is love, and with the ſame propriety we may 
tay that God is power or goodneſs, or juſtice. In this 
caſe, one attribute deſignates the whole character, in 
which all poſſible perfections gloriouſly concentrate. 
In like manner, one qualification peculiar and eſſential 
to a chriſtian character may imply and denote the whole 
aſſemblage of eſſential properties, which conſtitute ſuch 
a character. Accordingly, we find in the goſpel that 
all the conditions of the new covenant are comprized 
in one article. Thus Believe on the Lord Jeſus and 
thou ſbalt be ſaved. Godly ſorrow worketh repentance un- 
to ſalvation. Love is the fulfilling of the law. Chriſt 
became the author of eternal ſalvation to them who obey him. 
In the frf inſtance here mentioned, faith is conſidered 
as the only condition of ſalvation. In the ſecond in- 
ſtance, repentance appears to be the only requiſite. In 
the /hird, love to God and man, and in the fourth, obe- 
dience to Chriſt. In each of theſe inſtances, faith and 
repentance, love and obedience are either expreſſed or un- 
derſtood. One of theſe chriſtian principles and quali- 
fications cannot ſay to another, I have no need of thee. 
Under theſe confiderations the fincere inquirer after 
truth and duty learns that with the heart a man muſt 
believe unto righteouſneſs, and that without holineſs, 
no man can fee the Lord, He is perſuaded, that he, 
who really believes, fincerely repents : and that he, who 
loves, obeys, Hence he concludes, that while deſtitute 
of a living faith he cannot poſſeſs an efficacious princi- 
ple of holineſs, and that while a ſtranger to holineſs he 
cannot with the heart believe and obey the truth. So 
that there muſt be a change of heart and lite. This 
change is ſo important and neceſſary in the article of 
ſalvation, that it carries the marks and bears the name 
of a new creation. A perſon, whoſe general conduct 
has been marked with great depravity, ſingular vices 
and vile enormities, muſt be created anew in Chriſt 
Jetus unto good works. Such a perſon, when he lays 
aſide bad principles and habits, and eſtabliſhes good 
ones in their ſtead, becomes a new man. All old things 
are 
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are done away: bebold ! all things become new. The 
remedy muſt reach the bottom of the diſeaſe to effect 
a radical cure: the change wrought mult be as tho- 
rough as was the former oorruptions. The efficacy of 
regeneration muſt be as extenſive as former depravity. 
In this dedtmne of regeneration there is nothing con- 
trary to our reaſon and underſtanding. Divine influ- 
ences and helps are undoubtedly neceſſary to renew 
men in the ſpirit of their minds, and to infpire them 
wich reverence and love to God and Chriſt, and to pro- 
duce in them an attachment to truth and duty. But 
whatever aſſiſtances are afforded in order to accompliſh 
theſe purpoſes, there is nothing contrary to reaſon in a 
man's correctitg his errors and reforming his life, or 
in placing his heart and affections upon the moſt wor- 
thy objects. Marvel not, then, O ſinner ! whoever 
thou art, that I ſay unto thee, thou muſt be ' born again. 
Thy principles and purſuits muſt be altered, thy mo- 
tives and behaviour muſt be changed. 
In what manner the Spirit of God acts upon the 
human mind, and how long it operates in any given 
inſtance to produce the deſigned effect, are among thoſe 
ſecret things which belong unto the Lord. Divine op- 
erations upon the human mind are compared in fcrip- 
ture to the motion of the wind, which we may nearly 
aſcertain by the effects produced. Indeed we need 
not be very accurate and ſcrupulous with reſpect to the 
manner of divine operations; but we ought to bear in 
mind, that this change of heart and life deicribed above, 
is the one thing neeaful. | 
gthly. Waile bringing to view the leading doctrines 
of the Golpel, we may conſider the doctrine of Chriſt's 
mediation, | | 
A finner, with all his ſins in full view before him, 
feels himſelt to be unworthy even to caſt a fuppliant eye 
to a God of ſpotleſs purity and impartial juſtice. 
Without the interpoſition and aid of fotne able friend 
and advocate, his mind would be diſtreſſed with alarm- 
ing tears and with all the horrors of deſpair. Ever 
ſince the introduction of moral evil, the language of 
penitence has been like that of Balak ; © sf 
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Hall I conie before the Lord and bow myſelf before the 
moſt bigh God? What the anxious and tremblin 
penitent thus feeks with fighs and tears; is clearly re- 
vealed in the glotious Goſpel: To ſuch an honeſt in- 
quirer the doctrine of Chriſt's mediation and adyoca- 
cy adminiſters conſolation, and it gives ſtrength and 
vigor to all dur rational and moral powers. This en- 
couraging doErihE teaches us that when weary and 
heavy- laden with the burden and guilt of our fins, we 
may in Chriſt find reſt to our ſouls. nat. ONLY 

If we contemplate the divine adminiſtrations in gen- 
eral; we may plainly perceive, that God commonly 
beſtows favours on men in the way of mediation. He 


beſtows bleſſings upon children through their parents. 


He confers im portant favours on civil ſociety through 
its legal Guardians and appointed Rulers: And He 
gives us a double victory over death and the grave 
through Jeſus Chriſt who hath aboliſhed death and 
who is the reſinrection and the life. Hence it appears, 
that the doArine of Chriſt's mediation does not militate 
with God's uſual methods of governing the world, and 
therefore may be vindicated upon rational principles. 
As the heart of every true believer is a temple fur- 
niſhed and prepared for the worſhip and ſervice of God, 
and is a welcome refidence for the Holy Spirit, let us 
now conſider, A a * 
Sthly. The dodirine of divine influences: ' © 
God is faid to work in us to will and to do of his 
owh good pleaſure, that we may be encouraged and 
perſuaded to work out our own' ſalvation. Divine in- 
fluence and agency are conducted in ſuch a way and 
manner, that the acts of willing and doing continue to 
be our own. So that inſtead of creating, of ori; rn 
volitions, the agency of the Spirit %% us in forming an 
direQing our volitions. The Spirit he/peth our infirmutes. 
It is perfectly rational, that, He, who formed the 
eye, ſhould always ſee ; that He who planted the ear, 
ſhould always hear ; and that He who formed the 
mind, ſhould, at any time and in any degree; enlighten 
and inſpire it. He, whoſe inſpiration giveth urnider- 
ſtanding to man, can at his pleaſure ſtrengthen the or- 
C ganic 
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ic powers of the intelligent eye, and can enlarge the 
bald an and multiply the objects — intellectual viſioa, 
whoever conhiders his own, infirmities and wants 
receives divine illumipation with grateful joy. The 
dodrine of La 5 ences — — cordial. ac - 
tance, Every ſerious inquirer after truth and duty 

— in the kind and friendly oſhees of the holy Spir- 
He is ſo far from wiſhing to queuch the ſpirit, that 

15 ardentiy deſires its renewing, enlivening and anti. 
lying influences. INT 

Belore we take leave of our ſabjedt, let us 

3thly, Make a few obſervations on the chriſtian or- 
dinances of baptiſe. and the Lord's fupper. 

Every. covenant, which God hath made with man · 
kind, has been attended with ſame viſible fign and to- 
ken of its eſtabliſhment aud obligation. Hence any 
new religion would of courſe have certain marks and 
fignatures, by which to diſtinguiſh it from all others. 
A better. covenant eſtabliſhed upon better promiſes 
would be likely to have more ſiganficaat characteriſtics. 
What ca <a n, better anſuer this good. purpoſe than up- 
tin What can more eminently diſplay the plan of 
PONY than baptilm iato the. ame of the Father, 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt ? This 

mode of initiation into. Chriſt's viſible kingdom ſug- 
geſts the conſpiring tendencies and important benefits 
of the Spirit's guidance, the Son's: facrifice and the 
Father's. mercy. It becomes us then to regard this chriſ- 
tian ordinance with ſacred veneration, and to keep with 
fidelity our baptiſinal vows. It ſhould be our earneſt 
defire and daily prayer, that we all may be ſprinkled 
from an evil conſcience, and that we may be 
from. fin, through the blood of the everlaſling covenant. 
The inſtitution of the Lord's ſupper, which is a me- 
morial of dur Lord's death,.and of the general purpoſe 
for which he died, has a: happy yy to encreaſe 
our love to God and the-Redeemer. eryes to en- 
courage our hopes of happineſs and — animate us in 
the practice of all religious and ſocial duties. There 
is the greateſt propriety in commemorating the benev- 

olence and * of him, who came to ſeek 2 to 
ve 
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fave that which was loſt. Dear to us ſhould be the 
membry of him, whoſe love to us was ſtronger thag 
death. Callous indeed muſt be that breaſt, and flinty 
muſt be that heart, which remains unwarmed and un- 
improved in ſeafons of chriſtian communion at the ta- 
ble of out Lord and Maſter. Let us then regard with 
attention this chriſtian ordinance. And may we all be 
clothed with that moral veſture which is a garment of 
iſe, and have on the ornament of a meek and quiet 
pirit, and thereby prove to the world that we have 
been with Jeſus and ſhall reign with him in glory.  _ 
In addition to the doctrines, which have employed 
our attention, we might bring to view others taught 
in the Goſpel, and examine and vindicate them alſo 
upon fair and rational principles. But enough has al- 
ready been ſaid to convey the preacher's ideas of the 
chriſtian ſyftet, and to recommend to all, who hear 
bim this day, a ſteady and vigorous application of this 
excellent ſyſtem to the various purpoſes of life. . 
May we examine the evidences and doctrines of 
chriftianity with diligence and candour, apply its rules 
and maxims with uniformity and perſeverence, and 
judge and behave in reference to each other with an 
extenſive charity. Let us prove the doctrine of na 
perſeverance by perfeyering ourſelves in the ways of well 
doing, ſeeking for glory, honor and immortality. And 
let us endeavour to illuſtrate the doctrine of election by 
zealous and well directed exertions to make our calling 
and election ſure. By employing our reaſon and un- 
derftanding in examining and digeſting the doctrines 
and preceprs of the goſpel, and by keeping conſciences 
void of:offence, may we all at length become qualified 
to fit down with Abtaham, Iſaac and Jacob in the 
kingdom of heaven. | 
It is now time to addrefs myſelf to the Paſtor ele, 
at whoſe requeſt I appear in this place and character. 
As you, my dear Friend, are this day to be made a 
ſteward of the manifold grace of God, and to be in- 
| Veſted with the honors and authorities of a chriſtian 


biſhop, you will ler me ſpeak freely unto you. 


From 
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From your life and converſation we deriye ſatisfacto · 

evidence and a hopetul pledge of your integrity, 
frithfulnef and zeal in your miniſterial character. The 
purity of your intentions and of your morals will, prob- 
ably ſecure to you the benefits of that chriſtian pru- 
dence, which lives in harmony with engaging conde- 
ſcenfion and moderate. firmneſs. Prudence, thus tem- 
pered and qualified, is one of the moſt prominent fea- 
Sl of the greateſt character in the theological profel- 
ſion. The wiſdom of the prudent is to underſtand bis 
way and look well to his going. You will, therefore, 
take heed to yourſelf and to your doctrine. By the 
force of argument and by the alluring influence of 3 
good example, endeayour to draw men into the love 
and practice of the truth. Search for the moſt direct 
avenues to the hearts of your people, By the plainneſs 
and energy of your preaching, penetrate and impreſs 
their minds. Taking your method of ſermonizing from 
the Goſpel, you will not fail to addreſs their reaſog 
and underſtanding, their hopes and fears. As you 
will deliver to them what you believe upon ration 
conviction, you will always ſpeak in the language o 
candour, ſincerity and firmneſs, You will be careful 
to explain divine truths, and to deſcribe diyine objects 
in ſuch a manner, that all may witnels your attachment 
to the Goſpel, and that you may feed and nouriſh your 
people with the fincere milk of the word. You. will 
deſcribe the character of him, who believes unto right- 
eouſneſs and whole confeſſion, being founded upon ta- 
tional conviction and true repentance, is unto ſalva- 
tion. Deſcribe alſo the character of him, who is in 
the gall of bitterneſs and under the bonds of iniquity. 
Expoſe the deformities of fin and point out the dan; 

rs and miſeries of a wicked life. And auld you 
occafion to addreſs perſons of pncommon deprari- 
ty, of deep rooted vices and notorious wickedneſs, you 
may venture to uncoyer the /ake of fre, and, de ſotibe 
its buroing hotrors and its unabating torments.... But 
ſuch deſcriptions ſhould not be very . not in 
common cates drawn in the bigbeſt colours. W 
ought cer to bear in mind, that no doctrine can be 
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very important and intereſting, which has not a prac» 
tical influence, The moſt profitable doctrines and the 
beſt inſtrutions, which the Ambaſſadors of Chnift can 
inculcate, are-rationally ſcriptural and ſcripturally ra- 
tional, Thele are right words fitly choſen: and - happily 
expreſſed, and are like, apples of gold in pictures of filver. 
In this caſe, the beſt things appear in the faireſt - form. 
Accordingly, you will endeavour ſo to conſtruct and 
manage your. pulpit performances, that ſound reaſon 
and clear manifeſtation of the truth will recommend 
and enforce. them. bn 115 
It has been ſaid, that he preaches well whoſe life is 
irreproachable. We truſt that you, Sir, will cloſely 
adhere to the doctrines and precepts of the Goſpe] you 
preach, and that-you will illuſtrate and enforce your 
inſtructions by your example. That you. may ſee the 
great objects of religion clearly, deſcribe them feeling- 
ly and purſue them diligently, you will ſearch the ſcrip- 
tures daily, preach the Goſpel. faithfully and pray to 
God fervently. . Like a faithtul and ingenious work- 
man in the ſervice of a wiſe and good maſter, you will 
uſe great exertions to anſwer the reaſonable expecta- 
tians of our rightful Employer and our common Lord. 
And, like the Apoſtle Paul, reaſon with your people 
on the evidences and doctrines, on the laws and ſanc- 
tions of the Goſpel, Endeayour to acquire the exten- 
ſive and ennobling ſcience of chriſtian divinity, that you 
may enlighten the minds and warm the hearts of your 
people with. the radiant beams of divine truth. Seck 
to God for wiſdom, that you may be wiſe to win ſouls 
unto Chriſt. And that you may be an example to 
this flock of Chriſt and a ſucceſsful miniſter of the New 
Teſtament, imitate your worthy and much reſpected 
predeceſſor, whole memory is peculiarly dear to this 
chriſtian ſociety, and whoſe praiſe is ſtill in the church- 
Let the ſame ſpirit of chriſtian candour, extenſive 
po — and manly piety, which ſo eminently dit- 
tinguiſhed him, inſpire and animate you in performing 
miniſterial duties. Take up and wear as a garment 
that mantle of zeal, charity and ſcriptural catholiciſm, 
which by . reaſon of death reluctantly fell from. him. 
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May the ſpirit of that celebrated Elijah, who is now 
to inherit the: promiſes, deſcend arid reſt upon this 
liſha; ho fucceeds him in office. In a word; my 
Friend and Brother, endeavour by your preaching and 
actice to aid the progreſs of divine knowledge and 

an happineſs, and may He, who holds the ſtars in 

his right band, ſupport and aſſiſt, proſper and reward 
you. | May your miniſterial liſe be long, uſeful and 
r and, at its cloſe, may yout ſun ſet bright and 
Our brethren and friends of this chriſtian ſociety will 
permit me to make a few obſervations, which the teſti- 
monials and tranſactions of this day naturally ſuggeſt. 
It appears that great propriety, order and peace have 
marked your proceedings in preparing the way for the 
regular induction of our friend and yduts into the paſ- 
toral office. The ſpeaker can aſſure you, that the ven- 
erable Council are partakers of your joy in the pleaſing 


events of this day, and are happy in placing over you 


the man of your choice and of our confidence. His 
diſpoſitions of mind and habits of hfe, together with his 
literary and minifterja} accompliſhments, conſpire to 
render him an exemplary, zealous and faithful miniſter 
of Jefus Chriſt. We wiſh and exhort you, therefore, 
to reſpect his character, regard his inſtructions and im- 
tate his virtues. Let him live in your hearts, and may 
you rejoice in his light, Let your ſteady and active 
affection for him ſweeten his labours. As you may be 
able and as he may require, you wilt always be ready 
to adminifter to his comfort and ſuceeſs. The paſſage 
of ſcripture is replete with ſignificance, which gives the 
following exhortation. Let him who is taught in wword 
adminifier and communitate to bim "who teacheth in all good 
things. By your conſtant attendance on-public worſhip 
and family religion, prepare your minds to receive his 
inſtructions, and to fulſil his wiſhes and prayers for you. 

In ſhort. For your on fakes, fer the fake of your 


children, for the ſake of your Miniſter and for the ſake 


of religion, ſtudy the things which make for peace. See 
that ye fall not out by the way. Let brotherly love con- 


tinue. Be helpers of each other's joy. And, at "10 
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far diſtunt period, when you and your Paſtor ſhall 
have long been bleſſings to each other, may you and 
de be partakers-of the heavenly inheritancde. 
My Fathers and Brethren in the miniſtry will allow 
one, who is a well diſpoſed pupil in the ſchool of Chriſt, 
to lay before them a few obſervations for their conſid - 
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ciliation and ate fet for the defence of the goipel, ſhould 
vie faithful-execrtions to ladorn / our proſeſſion and to 
magnity our -office; By plain matufeſtation of the 
truth and by enemphſving what we preach, we fhould 
commend ourſelves to every man's conſcience, and ap- 
prove ourſelves unto God. Our own ſyſtem of faith 
and the confeſſions and covenants; winch we uſe in out 
relpective churches, — ſo formed and — 
as to meet the acceptance of evrry unprejudited an 
_ fincere chriſtian. For every — chi iftan believes 
every thing geceſſary eo his ſalvation. But to ſome 
conſeſſions of faith- there are ſo many ſharp points fixed, 
that diſſident and timid perſons think it hazardous to 
approach them. And large numbers, no doubt, have 
lived and died without the pale of the church, rather 
than ſubſcribe to its articles of belief, and comply with 
its forms of admiſſion. We ſhould ever keep in mind, 
that chriſtians of the greateſt faith and piety and thoſe 
of the ſmalleſt attainraents in the new and divine liſe, 
bave the ſame doctrines and precepts to examine, com- 
pare and apply; They enjoy the influences of the ſame 
ſpirit and are baptized into it. They profeſs and prom- 
ile to ſerve the ſame Maſter. They have the ſame 
God and Father ot all to worſhip! and obey. They 
have the ſame valley of death to paſs through; and the 
lame glorious inheritance in proſpect. Seeing theſe 
things are fo, what manner of perſons ought we to be 
in all holy converſation, charity and godlineſs! We 
are ſenſible that there are ſome points very eſſential to 
a chriſtian character, belonging to che da once deliv- 
ered to the ſaints. But if they be commonly and 
properly called points; there can be no occaſion of going 
over ſo large a ſurface, as many do in propoſing tlie 
9 oy conditions 
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conditions f: chriſtian communion. A; perſon; by 
Fe dos at too much even of precious materials, may 
obliged to let the whole fall to the ground. In like 
manner, by requiring too much of perſons, who wiſh 


to enjoy chriſtian ordinances; we may fruſtrate out ow 
deſigns, and induce people to handle the word and ot- 


dinances of the Lord deceitfully. After fixing aud 


ing ever ſo many points, the main poim is tò have the 
heart right in the fight of God; and after preſcribing 
a confeſſion of faith ever ſo leugthy and particulat, he 

and requifite is to have the mind tempered and quali- 


| bes for a life of holineſs and to have the heart -ſwept 
and 


garniſhed for the refidence of the holy Spirit. 
There is no ſet of articles which can determine the 
merit, or meaſure the piety of him, ha ſubſcribes to 
it. And the very method ve take to find out whether 
a man be a real chriſtian, by propoſing a long trait of 
queſtions and by requiring a lengthy - confeffion” from 
him, is built upon the ſuppoſition that he is a man of 
veracity and uprightneſs. © We are obliged 10 take for 
granted what we ſeek. This is a good reafon and a co- 
gent argument in favour of as mild confeſſions of faith 
as the intereſts of religion and the order of the church- 
es will permit. 8 e 20 e ante 
lk chriſtians of different denominations would exert 
themſelves as much to bring their ſentiments to a line 
of coincidence, as they now do to keep up a diſtinction 
and appear to differ, the muck laboured buſineſs of ſec- 
tariſm would ſoon come to an end, and the ball of re- 
ligious contention would ſpeedily fall to the ground. 
But while chriſtians have ſo many prejudices and ſuper- 
ſtitiqus “ notions to deal with and bave all their frac- 
ional intereſts about them, ſuch a happy period will 
not commence. © Before all denominations of chriſtians 
will meet upon. harmonious ground, the —_—_— of 
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'* Superſtition and eathufiaſm have been thought by many to be more injurious to 
the cauſe of chriſtianity than infidelity itſelf. They always pretend to more than 
they, really poſſeſs, and require more than is reaſonable. Inſtead of exaliing-ebrif- 
tianity, they degrade it, and inſtead of holding an aſcpating gropreley they ſtrike 
below what they aim at. They however much reſemble thoſe rrangent mateors, 
which, being compoſed of combuſtible materials, ſoon take fire ; and, after givink 
a haſty blaze, take a deſcending courſe and ſpeedily fall to pieces by their own 
weight, and leave the ſurrounding atmoſphere more clear and pute. 
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the lion muſt be reduced to the mildneſs of the lamb; 
and thoſe, who ſtep, forth in ſheep's clothing and en- 
deavour to fleece the world of — and common ſenſe, 
muſt themſelves be feeced of their aſſumed apparel and 
let the wolf appear. There are ſome who pretend to 
be friends to the chriſtian religion while they firive in 
ſecret to injure its cauſe, . While they ptofeſs to ad- 
miniſter cordials and catholicons, they are aiming at its 
life. Such hypocricy, /#ch. Judaſy we abominate, I 
had rather know. there is a ſnake in the graſs than to 
haye a ſerpent in my boſom.,, . f 
Me lament; that authors, public teachers and com- 
mon chriſtians entertain ſuch a diverſity of religious 
opinions. Tbeie are a-f:w, no doubt, at oppoſite ex- 
treimes, and the reſt fill up the wide ſpace between 
nnn 2 mc | 
© Some, perſons, appear to be ſo enraptured with the 
diſplays of divine beneyolence and mercy, that they 
ſeldom contemplate the awful majeſty, which ſurrounds 
the throne of God, and ſeldom view the robes of juſtice 
which He wears. They ſeem to be of opinion, that 
divine goodneſs will draw and hold within its embraces, 
beings of all qualities, of all characters, and of all wor/ds. 
When'truth and error ſhall coincide ;.. when impoſſi- 
bilities ſhall meet and embrace each other; when an 
eternal lethargy ſhall ſeize the other, perfections of De- 
ity, we may expect that the virtuous and vicious, the 
faint and the ſinner, angels and devils will be joint par- 
takers. of divine goodneſs and of the joys of heaven. 

. There are others, who ſeem, to confine their atten- 
tion to thoſe attributes of Deity, which are more eſpe- 
cially active in marking and puniſhing iniquity, in preſ- 
ſing the penalties of his broken lay upon the head of 
the. tranſgreſſor. In painting human nature and draw- 
ing the characters of men, they blacken even the ground 
*york, and give the deepeſt ſhade to every part of the 

cure. Such repreſentations have a tendency in the 
— 8 opinion, to throw the powers and faculties of 
man, into a lethargic ſtare, They cut the very ſine ws 
of exertion, tear up * principles by the roots ; and 
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od; diretyl havac in al the provinces of praftical re- 
We, who are preachers of that Goſpel, which breathes 
a ſpirit of candour, benevolence and charity, are work- 


ers together in the miniftry of reconciliation, and ought 
to be helpers of each other's joy. As the powers of 


ſympathy operate between the branches of the fame 


vine and between the members of the fame body, ſo 
the Ambaffadors of Chriſt ſhould © cultivate a ſympa- 
thetic and ſincere regard for each,other, and promote 
the intereſt and uſefulneſs of the while brotherhood. 
Let us then, my fathers and brethren, lay afide all un- 
worthy” confiderations, illiberal ſentiments; and cenſori- 
ous language and conduct, and in future co-operate in 
extending the triumphs of the Goſpel, and in promot- 
ing peace and good will among men. Inſtead of con- 
verſing, judging and preaching with all the edgednels 
of parties, which always widens the diftance between 
them, let us in matters of great moment walk band ia 
hand; and in things of trivial concern we will agree to 
differ: And may we act ſuch a part upon the exten- 
five*theatre of miniſterlal duty, that e may fove our - 
wt and"them who hear us. 


h2nds which have often been lifted up in devout prayer 
to God and frequently extended for the reliet and al- 
ſiſtance. of mankind,” will at length reach the palms 6 
victory and lay bold on the promiſes. 

"Should" any urge that the chriſtian religion is deſc: 
tive, becauſe ſome things belonging to the ſyſtem are 
obſctite and ens, and that, while prent ts the myſte- 
ry of / gadlineſs, the goſpel cannot be conſidered as à rev- 
chatten ; we reply, that upon this principle, we muſt 
reje& the ſyſtem ot nature, and the" doctrine of an 


overrtling providence; For with regard to — 
3% the ſe 
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theſe there are many things, which we cannot compre- 
bend. If we freject revelation. upon ſuch grounds; we 
muſt reject natural religion alſo. | 

The experienced Mariner, who often fails upon dan- 
gerous coaſts is commonly furniſhed with a log, or 
ſounding line, ſo as to meaſure the depth of water and 
avoid ſhoals and quick ſands. Wherever there is dan- 
ger he can egfily fathom the water; but when he is at 
a diſtance from ſhore and when ſecure from rocks and 
ſyrtes, his line cannot reach bottom : And becauſe he 
cannot reach bottom, even where it would be of no 
ſervice, he throws away his line as uſeleſs. This is the 
ſame kind of philoſophy, which they uſe, who reject 
chriftianity, becauſe it does not make every thing 
intelligible and plain. That which is moſt important 
is molt plain. —Should others contend that human rea- 
fon is ſufficient without revelation 3 we may anſwer, 
that thoſe, who have not examined the ſcriptures, are 
not proper judges of its facred contents. Unleſs by 
diligent - enquiry they know what revelation is, they 
cannot determine what human reaſon could do with- 
out it, Many, who have been confidered as champi- 
ons of infidelity, are very ignorant of the fyſtem they 
oppoſe. They criticiſe tome parts of ſcriptute without 
breaking through the ſurface or their literal meaning, 
and pervert certain paſſages to the vileſt purpoſes ! 

It is generally the cale, that thoſe, who reject chriſ- 
tianity under pretence that reaſon is ſufficient without 
It, imitate the conduct of a failor, who, when he hap- 
pens to be in fight of land marks by which to direct 
his courſe, throws away bis compaſs. When with the 
uſe of the compaſs he has acquired a knowledge of nav- 
igation and the proper courſe to any defired haven, he 
throws it away as uſeleſs, though he may in future have 
frequent occaſion for it. This is much the caſe with 
thole who reject the chriſtian religion, and plead the 
{ufficiency ot human realon. They take many of their 
ideas from the goſpel in arguing the plenary inſtruc- 
tions of natural religion. This appears to be as incon- 
ſiſtent and abſurd, as the conduct of a certain deiſt, 
who prayed very ardently for ſome miraculous manifeſt- 

ation 
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ation from heaven to authorize and perſuade him ta 
publiſh a book againſt the general dofrine of miracles, 
O ſhame on human folly'! How long will mankind 
oppoſe the manifeſtations of the truth, the light of their 
own mind-, and the will of God ! 


ro CONCLUDE, 


Here then we hold; that chriſtianity is graciouſly 
addreſſed to our reaſon and underftandinggand requires 
a reaſonable ſervice. It is admirably adapted to deliv- 
er men from the bondage of fin and from the ruins of 
the fall, and to raiſe them to the glorious liberty of the 
ſons of God and to the exalted happineſs of the heav- 
enly world. The ſpeaker, therefore, exhorts this whole 
aſſembly to pertorm the various duties of life with fi- 
delity, and regulate their minds, hearts and conduct 
for admiſſion into the aſſembly and church of the firſt 
born, whoſe names are. written in heaven. And could 
he make his voice extend to earth's remoteſt bounds, 
he would exhort ail his brethren of the human race to 
put an end to wars and fightings, and cultivate the arts 
of peace—to lay aſide all malice and envy and evil 
ſpeaking, and, cheriſh the mild and amiable virtues of 
chriſtianity—to quit the ſervice of the prince of de- 
mons, and ſubmit with joy to the Prince of peace 
And to ſoch exhortations would the whole family of 
man unite in ſaying | N 
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Rzv. NATHANIEL NOYES, 
OF SOUTH.HAMPTON: 
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UR God is love, ſupremely happy in himſelf ; 
and for the diſplay of his amiable perfections he 
elected his well beloved Son to be a Mediator and ſure- 
ty for ſinners. Chriſt freely accepted bis Father's call, 
and in the fulneſs of time aſſumed the human nature, 
that in the nature, which had offended, he might by 
his finleſs obedience honor the divivine law, and by his 
death make atonement for fin, that God might be, and 
appear juſt, the juſtifier of him, who believeth in Jeſus. 
But this heavenly plan of ſalvation muſt be publiſhed 
unto the world, to gain the cordial approbation of man; 
for without his conſent he hath no union with Chriſt, 
or friendſhip with God. Hence ariſes the neceſſity of 
the goſpel miniſtry, to preach the unſearchable riches 
of Chriſt ; to perſuade ſinners to throw away the wea- 
pons of their rebellion, and become reconciled to God 
and heirs of eternal life. And ſurely the men who 
come to us in the character of ſervants of the moſt high 
God, to ſhew unto us the way of ſalvation ought to be 
men of piety, meekneſs, wiſdom and fidelity, to diſ- 
charge the duties of their office with dignity ; there- 
fore we are forbidden to introduce any one rathly into 
the miniſtry before due trial is made of his gifts and 
graces, and his character thoroughly proved. | 
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DEAR BROTHER, 


ux council, being ſatisfied of your call to the ſacred 
office, and truſting you are furniſhed with gifts and 
graces to ſerve the Lord in the goſpel, have by prayer and 
the laying on of the hands of the Preſbytery, ordain- 
ed you a miniſter of Chriſt, and paſtor of the church 
and congregation in this part of his vineyard. 

WE would, therefore, call to your mind the ſolemn 
charge you are under from the Almighty God and our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall judge the living and the 
dead, at his appearing, to preach the word with all 
plainneſs and fincerity, as the word of God. Be in- 
ſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, as providence may 
call you. Endeavour to convince the conſciences of 
your hearers of the divine authority: of the goſpel of 
Chriſt, and of the neceſſity of adhering to the ſcrip- 
' tures as the only ſure guide unto everlaſting happineſs. 
Rebuke the vices of the profane.  Conyict the erro- 
neous. Exhort all to fear the Lord. And fail not to 
thew, unto finners their abſolute need of Chriſt, that 
they. may be perſuaded to come to him, and from his 
fulneſs receive divine grace. Be not flothful, but dili- 
gent to fulfil every branch of the truſt, which you 
have received of the Lord; that you may be a ſweet 
ſavour of Chriſt unto God. Take heed to yourſelt, 
that love to the Lord. Jeſus re:gn in your heart and in- 
fluence your walk that you priclerve on your mind a 
ſavour for the precious doctrines of Chirſt and him 
crucified, with a ſenſe of the worth of fouls, and of the 
account you mult give of your ewardſhip ; for this 
may enable you to preach pure experimental truths, in 
a ſpiritual train, from the heart, and with a becoming 
lolemnity. 3 

WALK as becomes a ſervant of the Lord. Shew 
thyſelf a pattern of good works, an example of believ- 
ers, in purity of ſpeech, in uſeful convertation, in ex- 
tenſive charity, in meekneſs of ſpirit; in fidelity and 
un{potted purity; giving no offence in any thing; but 
' adorning the doctrines ot God our Saviour by an holy 
life : that the adverſaries may have no evil thing to * 
0 0 


( 31 ) 
of you. In your. public miniſtry honor God and hold 


up to ſinners their on characters, that they may know 
Gee dende 0 


and themſelves. Let all your ſermons flow as 
ſtreams from the pure fountain of the holy ſcriptures. 
Let nothing proceed from your lips, but genuine truth. 
Preach not yourſelf but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, in the 
excellencies of his perſon, poſſeſſed ot every adorable 
attribute, God manifeſt in the fleſh, Preach. Chriſt 
and him crucified, our wiſdom, rightequſnets, ſanctifi- 
cation, and redemption, the pearl of great price : who 


faith thou ſhalt know to God but me; for there is no 


Saviour beſide” me. Shew your hearers the ſinful, guil- 
ty, and dangerous Rate of all the unregenerate, and the 
neceſſity of their being renewed: in the {pirit of their 
minds, of their putting on the new man, which after 
God is created in tigbteouſneis and true holineſs; for 
the heirs of heaven are born nar of blood, nor of the 
will ot the fleſh, nor of the will of man; but of God. 
Laforce upon believers their duty to be like minded with 
Chriſt, Jeſus, aqd to walk in his ſteps; that others ſee - 
ing their good works, may glorify our father which is 
in heaven. For this purpoſe give yourſelf unto read- 
ing, meditation, prayer, and the diligent ſtudy of the 
oracles of God, that you may prove yourſelf a ſcribe 
well inſtructed in the things of the kingdom of heaven, 
and bring out of your treaſure things new and old, par- 
ticularly adapted to the various caſes and circumſtances 
of your people; that the attentive may gain knowl- 
edge—the mouths of gainſayers be ſtopped—the diſ- 
conſolate chriſtian comforted—and the body of Chriſt 
edified. Study to ſhew thyſelf approved of God, a 
workman that needeth not to be — rightly di- 
viding the word of truth Look diligently to the 
flock, over which the holy Ghoſt hath made you an 
overſeer. In the government of the church adhere 
ſtrictly to the laus of Chriſt, and let all things be done 
„ gentleneſs and wiſdom, without prejudice or par- 
tiality. 


ADMINISTER the ordinances of the goſpel, baptiſm, 


and the Lord's ſupper unto proper ſubje&s, agreeably 
to the directions of the New Teſtament. When call- 
ed 


. _ 


' 
j 
| 
. _ 
on - 
11 


187. 

ed to ſeparate others to the mĩniſtry of the goſpel of 
Chriſt, lay not yout hand ſuddenly on any man, before 
you have ſufficĩent evidence to believe him to be a friend 
to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and experimentally acquaint- 
ed with the great trurhy of divine revelation; ſober, juſt, 
holy, temperate, ſound in the faith and able to teach 
others, that you may not, by introducing the erroneous 
or vicious ĩnto the miniſtry, be a partaker of other mens 
fins and diſhonor the cauſe of relſgion. 

\ FAINT not in the day of adverſity, and trial; but con- 
ſider yourſelf as a ſoldier of Chriſt; take the whole ar- 
mour of God and fight the good fight of faith look ing 
unto the captain of our ſalvation, who ſaith my grace 
is ſuffcient for 5 uu. 

REMEMBER, Sir, the vows ot God are upon you, and 
cleave unto. himit flat: he may proſper your labours, to 
your comfort here; and give you many ſeals of yout 
miniſtry which ſhall be the crown of your rejoicing in 
the preſence of the Lord ſeſus Chriſt, at his appear- 
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IHE chriſtian, religion viewed in itſelf and its 
1 general intention, appears truly excellent, worthy 
its great authory and the attentive obſervation of all. 
.. .1T eſpecially appears amiable, when we cofifidet, that 
a:great deſign of it, is to ſoften the manners and ſweet- 
en the tempers of men; promote good will to mankind 
at large, and a tender affection in particular, to the 
ſubjects of the ſame Maſter and Lord. 244 


THE goſpel of the bleſſed © Jeſus is a law of love. 
It gives a 'commandment that we exerciſe charity; 
more clear and ſtrong, and enforced by more powerful 
motives, than by any preceeding diſpenſation. 

' "CHRISTIANS then, muſt endeavor to be one in af- 
ſection. And it this is their duty, certainly it is of the 
miniſters of Chriſt ; whoſe buſineſs, is to exhibit him 
to the world—preach him, and all he has enjoined, 
and who, by their ſtation in life, ſtand in need of en - 
couragement and aſſiſtance. "EM | 
xs the firſt ages of chriſtianity, ſuch was the ſitus- 
tion of its miniſters, that they required every thin 
which would tend to — lupport and comfort. 'They 


(.34 ) 


had the tuſts and corruptions of men to engage with, 
early and ſtrong prejudices to encounter; and ſome 
were expoſed to the molt ſevere periecutions,..: > 
Ro although they experienced extraordinary divine 
aſſiſtance found the fulfillment of that promiſe . Lo 
I am with you”; yet it miſt very much animate and 


enliven them, to know that their 2 me e with 
chem ud esladgal Wer iche tottelwark cz Gere 
called unto—wiſhed them ſucceſs therein, and were 
ready to aſſiſt in the profeciition ot it, againſt every 
thing that might oppoſe or obſtruct them: And that 
they might de ſenſible af this, hal, was made uſe of as 
a token which was fully expreſſive, the right hand was 
ven. : [31 = 
J THE miniſters of Chriſt though not now called to the 
poo trials the apoſtles were, yet need to have their 
carts encouraged—their hands ſtrengthened; and it 
muſt afford the greateſt pleaſure to have Farce o 
friend{hip given them by their brethreh; and to find, 
that they ate with unitecꝭ ffection promoting the in- 
tereſt of the Redeemer's ingdem. Thar rite there- 
fore which was firſt choſen, being eapable of general 
ule, has been adopted by gut churches, and practiſed-ag 
our oxdlipatiens WJ. + 12 
| WHEAEPORE in conformity to 'this practice, and 
being authorized by the ecclefiaſtical cbuncil here 
convened, I now R, gite you my right hand. 
Hereby acknowledging . you to be regularly called 
folemnly ſeparated tothe work of the miniſtry, ana the 
paſtor of this flock, |, And as the difcyples of our Lord 
and your brethren, we promiſe you eur friendſbip and 
aſſiſlance; that we will endeavour ta comfort, ſupport 
and ſtrengthen you, and in evety ſuitable way ftrive 
with you, to promote that great work .yo Are. engaged 
in, and to which you have, in 2 God, 
angels and men devoted yourſelfff. 
' I HAVE, Sir, given you my hand. I have alſo re- 
ceived your's. That friendſhip we exerciſe that dil 
poſition we manifeſt to promote your intereſt and * 
* * : pineis, 
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els, u alk; and expe in-retury. We doubt + "0 
pi e e en e de | 
y with which God das bſe ffed you and your in: 


tereſt at the throne of he” ce for our benefit; both wh, 4 | 
iſters and churches. wiſn you the preſenes And | 


bleſſing of lim, who holds the — in his right hand- 
we you * ſuoceſsful —_— ogg Gs 7 215 
ben of the Judge of all | 


a9-0ar bleſſed Lord pave a 45 ban tr his 
amd followers in getieral welt to be known, 
that they ſhould! exerciſe love'; fo we find; not a 
his miniſters eaHHbiting this grace; but the drethren— | 
the churches ſaluting cach other. 


TH1s tended to keep alive the flame of chriſtian 
friendſhip, and which was then fo great, as (it is ſaid) 
excited the admiration of heathens, and cauſed them 
to break forth in this language, e Behold ! how theſe 
chriſtians love one another.” 1 


SIMILAR to this wſige then, we gew ſalute you my 
brethren of this chufch « and ſociety. 


WHEN it pleaſed the great Diſpoſer of all events to 
remove your late worthy Paſtor by death, we mourned nv 
your loſ— we felt ꝓbur ſituation, We made ſupplica- 
tion to heaven, that the cloud which hung over you 
might be diſperſe 1 not be broken up 
that ye might t be “ as-ſheep ſcattered having no 
ſhepberd.“ And we bope, God is this day returning | 
to you in mercys We truſt ye have been directed by | 
bim, to the choide of one, who will be to you a paſtor 
after his own heart, and feed you with knowledge and » 
underſtanding. We hope he hs imbibed the amiable 
ſpirit of his Maſter, and that you will concur with him 
in promoting the ſame temper. 4 


THERE is my friends, one body the church, ang one 2 
ſpirit to influence its members. We have rd, —4 
one faith, one baptiſm, one God and Paar all; 
and we are called in one hope of our calling. Endea- 
your then ts keep the unity of the ſpirit in the bond . 
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eftneſs,”*.: . f 90 90183 oit | A: 
4 | rn will you conſult yo t in this wt; 
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aud loye:; There may you, and there may we” all, 
through grace, at laſt meet 5 aſſoelatè with It blefled 


| Inhalt with all. the endearments of .xefined and ; 
a Nane 3 5 and unite with them in aſcribingzg 
2 le ſing and honor, and glory and power; unto 2M q 
that ſitjeth vn the throne, and to the Lau, for eyer ' 
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